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We live in times of crisis, change and anxiety. The 2012 US elections were fought 
against the backdrop of real worry about the future. Europe appears locked in to 
austerity and financial crisis. Even the optimism of fast growing countries like China, 
India and Brazil is tempered by the global challenges they also are facing. Poverty, 
both in monetary form but also in terms of lack of opportunities, is the daily reality of 
billions of people. Beyond current economic uncertainties lie the unresolved issues of 
climate, energy and environment; and global peace and security. 

The default reaction to these  uncertainties is to create as much order and certainty as 
possible in those areas of life which are still deemed subject to control. Rules, 
measures, targets abound. Unfortunately, these do little to address the complexity of 
the issues faced or the simultaneously competitive and co-operative behaviours of the 
multiple interests engaged. Even worse, resorting to the 'known' and the quantifiable 
can reinforce the neo-liberal ideology which arguably got us into this mess in the first 
place. Neo-liberalism acknowledges no value except that which can be measured as 
money, something which is worthless outside the social context it tries to ignore. 

'Challenging Ignorance' considers the choices facing us, and their implications for 
political economy, from the perspective of knowledge and knowledge societies.  The 
one thing we do know for sure is that the tired and pessimistic approaches of the 
recent past will not work.  We need new practice and new understanding to find 
solutions to the many messy problems we face.  As with all true innovations, such a 
process will not be predictable.  It must be open to new possibilities that emerge from 
what happens and what is learned from what happens along the way.  New and open 
democratic processes are needed to scrutinise the detail of policy decisions and to 
ensure that all relevant knowledges, not just those of experts and the powerful, are 
taken into account. Oversight, accountability and direction need to be remodelled to 
provide new forms of management and governance. 

Much is happening, at least in embryo. 'Challenging Ignorance' explores new practice 
in knowledge production, focusing on the example of the international development 
sector.  The development sector, with its multiple boundaries of language, class, 
culture, gender and technical disciplines, is a rich source of examples of new 
knowledges being developed with great creativity at many levels and in many 
locations..   

The book has its roots in IKM Emergent, a five year multi-actor, global programme 
which has explored these issues within the development sector. This book, taking a 
broader perspective and designed for both the general reader and specialist audiences, 
is scheduled for publication in the Autumn of 2013.   
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